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Lord Torrington

Mere, Wilts

Sir, The threatened reduction in the size of the Royal Marines because of the

shortfall in defence funding could be solved at a stroke by taking it out of our

foreign aid budget. Now we are going to be our own masters again our own needs

must come first.

Alan Howse

Garsington, Oxon

ASSISTED SUICIDE

Sir, Further to your leading article “Into that Good Night” (Mar 31), not all homicide

is intentional. Some killing, even of oneself, can be accidental. But when it is

intentional, it is suicide. That remains the case, whether it is performed by

someone terminally ill, chronically ill, or in perfect physical health.

Assisted dying is what happens in hospices, where dying patients are given social

support and pain-relief as they die. Assisted suicide is what happens when a

physician helps patients to kill themselves.
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This distinction is important to maintain, lest, under the appearance of “assisted

dying” we in fact enshrine in law a kind of assisted suicide. For once we have

granted one kind, the question of why we withhold other kinds will quickly arise.

Is it obvious that the terminally ill su�er more grievously than the chronically ill,

or the handicapped, or the bereaved, or the philosophically miserable? Not to the

Dutch, who have mooted extending the privilege of assistance in suicide and

killing upon request to those who are “tired of life” or merely consider their lives

“complete”.

Even if, all things considered, we were to reckon it wise to legalise assisted suicide,

let us be clear about what we are doing — and its ramifications.

Nigel Biggar

Regius professor of moral and pastoral theology, Christ Church, Oxford

NHS WAITING TIMES

Sir, The decision to let waiting times lengthen, like the crisis in social care, is just

another aspect of the financial di�culties facing the NHS (report, Mar 31). It arises

from the same cause, of which funding is just a part.
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