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Ethics & Empire III: 
The Early Modern Period 

 
2-3 September 2021  

 
PROGRAMME 

 
 
Timings are British Summer Time (BST) which is Greenwich Mean Time + 1 hour 
 
THURSDAY, 2 SEPTEMBER 
 
1400-1405: Welcome 
 
1405-1430: Session I: Resumé of Ethics & Empire I and II 
 Speaker: Nigel Biggar 
 
1430-1545: Session II: The Akbari Conception of Empire  
 Chair: Eric Gregory 
 Speaker: Douglas Streusand  

Respondent: J. J. L. Gommans 
 
1545-1600: short break 
 
1600-1715: Session III: Hugo Grotius and Dutch Empire 

Chair: Ali Ansari 
Speaker: Martine Van Ittersum 
Respondent: Tristan Mostert 
 

1715-1730: short break 
 
1730-1830: Session IV: Towards a Theory of Empire 
 Chair: Robin Lovin 
 Speaker: Robert Jackson 
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FRIDAY, 3 SEPTEMBER 
 
1400-1515: Session IV: Edmund Burke and the British Empire in India 

Chair: Charles Mathewes 
Speaker: Uday Mehta  
Respondent: Zareer Masani 

 
1515-1630: Session VI: The Ottoman Empire 

Chair: Alexander Morrison  
Speaker: Douglas Howard  
Respondent: Dimitri Kastritsis 
 

1630-1645: short break 
 

1645-1800: Session VII: Spanish Empire and its Critics 
Chair: Krishan Kumar 
Speaker: Anthony Pagden 
Respondent: John Elliott  
 

1800-1810: close of colloquium 
 
1810-1900: Core Group planning meeting 
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PARTICIPANTS 
 
Ali Ansari, Professor in Modern History (Middle East), St Andrews University and 

author of The Politics of Nationalism in Modern Iran (2012) 
Nigel Biggar, CBE, Regius Professor of Moral and Pastoral Theology, and Director of 

the McDonald Centre for Theology, Ethics, and Public Life, University of 
Oxford, author of Between Kin and Cosmopolis: An Ethic of the Nation (2014) and 
Colonialism: A Moral Reckoning (2022). 

Sir John Elliott, formerly Regius Professor of Modern History, University of Oxford, and 
author of Imperial Spain: 1469-1712 (1963, 2002) and Empires of the Atlantic 
World: Britain and Spain, 1492-1830 (2006) 

Brad Faught, Professor of History and Global Studies, Tyndale University 
College,Toronto, and author of Into Africa: The Imperial Life of Margery Perham 
(2012)  

J.J.L. Gommans, Professor at the Institute for History, Leiden University, and author of 
The Rise of the Indo-Afghan Empire, c. 1710-1780 (1995) and (with P. C. Emmer) 
The Dutch Overseas Empire, 1600-1800 (2020).  

Eric Gregory, Professor of Religion and Chair of the Council of the Humanities, 
Princeton University, and author of Politics and the Order of Love: An Augustinian 
Ethic of Democratic Citizenship (2008) and The In-Gathering of Strangers: Global 
Justice and Political Theology (in progress) 

Douglas Howard, Professor Emeritus of History, Calvin University and author of The 
History of Turkey (2016) and A History of the Ottoman Empire (2017) 

Robert Jackson, Quondam Fellow of All Souls, formerly Special Adviser to the Governor 
of Rhodesia, Member of Parliament for Wantage, and minister in the 
Department of Education and Science 

Dimitri Kastritsis, Senior Lecturer in History, University of St Andrews, and author of 
An Early Ottoman History: The Oxford Anonymous Chronicle (2017). 

Krishan Kumar, William R. Kenan, Jr, Professor of Sociology, University of Virginia, 
and author of Visions of Empire: How Five Imperial Regimes Shaped the World 
(2017) 

Robin Lovin, Cary M. Maguire University Professor Emeritus of Ethics, Southern 
Methodist University, and author of Reinhold Niebuhr and Christian Realism 
(1995) and Christian Realism and the New Realities (2008)  

Zareer Masani, author of Indian Tales of the Raj (1987) and Macaulay: Britain’s Liberal 
Imperialist (2012) 

Charles Mathewes, Carolyn M. Barbour Professor of Religious Studies, University of 
Virginia; author of The Republic of Grace: Augustinian thoughts in dark times 
(2010); co-editor of Comparative Religious Ethics: the major works (2015)  

Uday Mehta, Distinguished Professor in Political Science at Central University of New 
York, and author of Liberalism and Empire: A Study in Nineteenth-Century British 
Liberal Thought (1999) and A Different Vision: Gandhi’s Critique of Political 
Rationality (forthcoming) 

Alexander Morrison, Fellow and Tutor in History, New College, University of Oxford, 
and author of Russian Rule in Samarkand, 1868-1910 (2008) 

Tristan Mostert, PhD candidate, University of Leiden, and author (with A. Clulow) of 
The Dutch and English East India Companies: Diplomacy. Trade, and Violence in 
Early Modern Asia (2018) 

Anthony Pagden, Professor of Political Science and History at University of California 
Los Angeles, and author of Lords of All the World: Ideologies of Empire in Spain, 
Britain and France, c.1500-c.1800 (1999), Peoples and Empires: A Short History of 
European Migration, Exploration, and Conquest, from Greece to the Present (2001), 
and The Burdens of Empire 1539 to the Present (2015)   



6 

 
Douglas E. Streusand, Professor of International Relations, Marine Corps Command and  

Staff College, Quantico, VA, and author of Islamic Gunpowder Empires: 
Ottomans, Safavids, and Mughals (2010)    

Martine van Ittersum, Senior Lecturer in History, University of Dundee, and author of 
Profit and Principle: Hugo Grotius, Natural Rights Theories, and the Rise of Dutch 
Power in the East Indies, 1595-1615 (2006)   

Heather P. Wilford is a Postdoctoral Fellow and Lecturer in the Department of Political 
Science at Yale University. Her research focuses on ethics, liberalism, empire, and 
popular sovereignty in the writings of J.J. Rousseau, Alexis de Tocqueville, and 
J.S. Mill. Her articles have appeared in The Adam Smith Review and National 
Affairs. 
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