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A. Strategic aims 
 
The mission of the McDonald Centre is to bring a Christian intelligence to bear on ethical 
issues of public concern, with a view to 

• developing Christian ethics’ grasp of contemporary issues 

• commending a Christian vision of moral life in society at large 

• raising the quality of public deliberation about ethical issues; and  

• encouraging Christian ethicists in the art of honest engagement with fellow-
members of a ‘secular’ (i.e., plural) public. 

 
B. Highlights 

 

• ML was appointed Resident Fellow at the Stockdale Center for Ethical Leadership, the 
US Naval Academy, Annapolis, USA, from August 2020. 

• AM was appointed to serve a three-year term as a member of the ethics committee 
of the Scottish Council on Human Bioethics. 

• NB’s What’s Wrong with Rights? was published by Oxford University Press in the UK 
on 25 September 2020. (OUP New York will bring it out in the US on 25 October 
2020). 

• ED’s A Christian Approach to Corporate Religious Liberty was published by Palgrave. 

• DD completed his monograph, Conscience and the Age of Reason, which will be 
published by Palgrave Macmillan in October 2020. 

• AM completed his second monograph, The Art of Living for the Technological Age: 
Toward a humanizing performance, which will be published by Fortress Press in 
February 2021. 

• The edited proceedings of the 2017 conference, “The Ethics of Everyday Life: Moral 
Theology Meets Anthropology and the Social Sciences”, edited by Dr Brian Williams 
and Dr Michael Lamb, were published by Georgetown University Press in 2019. 

• Most of the papers presented at the 2018 conference, “Is Religious Liberty under 
Threat? A Trans-Atlantic Dialogue”, were published in a special issue of Studies in 
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Christian Ethics, 33/2 (May 2020) which was edited by MA. 
 

• The lecture by Mary Ann Glendon at the 2018 conference was published separately in 
the Journal of Law and Religion, 33/3 (December 2018) under the title, “Making the 
Case for Religious Freedom in Secular Societies”. 

• Stemming from the 2019 McDonald Centre conference, “Academic Freedom under 
Threat: What’s to be Done?”, NB led a series of discussions under the auspices of the 
Legatum Institute, London, about developing practical remedies. These inspired the 
launch of the UK’s Free Speech Union (FSU) in February 2020 and a meeting with the 
UK Government’s Minister for Universities in June 2020. NB accepted an invitation to 
become chair of the board of the FSU.  

• AM planned and organised the virtual McDonald Centre Conference, “Ageing and 
Despair: Towards patience and hope for health and care”. This included the 
development of the conference website, www.mcdonaldcentreconference.info 

• ML organized a day-long international workshop in March 2020, which brought 
together US and UK academic faculty and active duty military personnel to discuss 
character formation in the profession of arms. 

• NB was commissioned by the UK’s Ministry of Defence to co-write Interests, Ethics, 
and Rules: Renewing UK Intervention Policy, which was published in 2020. 

• In the Summer of 2020, DD’s appearance on National Geographic’s The Story of God 
with Morgan Freeman (Series 3, Episode 4: ‘Deadly Sins’) was released on Netflix. 

 
C. Summary of activities and achievements 

 
Professor Nigel Biggar, Director 
Much of 2019-20 was devoted to completing the manuscript of What’s Wrong with Rights? 
and then preparing it for publication by Oxford University Press. It was published in the UK 
on 25 September 2020 and will be published the US on 25 October 2020.  
 Since the autumn of 2019 NB has been completing research for Colonialism: A Guide 
for the Perplexed, which he is under contract to write for Bloomsbury Publishing by 31 
December 2020. He began writing in July and by mid-September had produced 55,000 words 
out of a projected 85,000. 
 Stemming from the 2019 McDonald Centre conference, “Academic Freedom under 
Threat: What’s to be Done?”, NB led a series of discussions about developing practical 
measures under the auspices of the Legatum Institute, London. These inspired the launch of 
the Free Speech Union in February 2020 and a meeting with the UK Government’s Minister 
for Universities in June 2020.  
 NB was commissioned by the Development, Concepts & Doctrine Centre at the 
Ministry of Defence to co-write Interests, Ethics, and Rules: Renewing UK Intervention Policy 
(London: Cityforum, 2020). 
 NB was invited to speak on academic freedom at the Norwegian Academy of Science 
and Letters, Oslo, in September 2019; the ethics of war (for the second year running) at the 
Royal College of Defence Studies, London, in November; Reinhold Niebuhr at the Institute for 

http://www.mcdonaldcentreconference.info/
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Sino-Christian Studies, Hong Kong, in December; What’s Wrong with Rights? at the US Naval 
Academy, Annapolis, USA in January 2020; constitutional reform and the established Church 
at Lambeth Palace, London in February; why the UK should stay united at a These Islands’ 
conference, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, in February; and a Zoom discussion about individual 
freedom and social responsibility, Ditchley Park, in May. 
 
Dr Dafydd Daniel, McDonald Lecturer in Christian Ethics 
DD’s Ethical Rationalism and Secularisation in the British Enlightenment: Conscience and the 
Age of Reason will be published by Palgrave Macmillan in October 2020. The book is an 
interdisciplinary work in theological and philosophical ethics, philosophy of religion, and 
intellectual history, and has been endorsed by historians (William Bulman, Peter Harrison), 
philosophers (Stephen Darwall, Fiona Ellis), and theologians (Jennifer Herdt, Robin Lovin). 

In July 2020, DD's new article was published in The Journal of Religion: 
“Modern Infidels, Conscientious Fools, and the Douglas Affair: The Orthodox Rhetoric of 
Conscience in the Scottish Enlightenment”. 

DD is guest editing a special issue of the journal Religions. The original publication  
date was August 2020, but that has been postponed until January 2021 to accommodate 
difficulties for authors (and the editor) resulting from the pandemic. Entitled, The Provinces 
of Moral Theology and Religious Ethics, the issue will bring together pieces by, among others, 
Miguel De La Torre, Ilia Delio, Hille Haker, Robin Lovin, and Matthew Wilkinson. 

A revised version of a paper presented by DD at the conference Laïcité(s): religion et 
espace public/Religion and State in the Public Sphere (November 2019) was accepted for 
publication in the conference proceedings; a special issue of E-REA (Journal of the Laboratory 
for Studies and Research on the English-speaking World (LERMA)): “Edmund Burke, Richard 
Price, and ‘Revolution Principles’: Patriotism, Private Conscience, and Public Religion” 
(forthcoming 2021). 

DD was appointed an Ashmolean Public Engagement Research Associate on the 
Ashmolean Museum and Mellon Foundation project, Talking Emotions; this project will 
continue into 2021 as a result of the closure of the Ashmolean during lockdown. 

DD had funding for two events approved, and the events accepted by two festivals.  
He will run these events jointly with a colleague in the Faculty of Philosophy: Dr Joseph 
Cunningham. These events are: Are Humans Responsible for Natural Disasters? (IF: Science 
and Ideas Festival) and Are Humans Responsible for Natural Disasters? An 18th Century 
Earthquake and COVID-19 (Being Human Festival); these events will take place in October 
and November 2020, respectively. An interview with DD about the IF: Science and Ideas 
Festival event was published in OX Magazine. 

In June 2019 (just missing last year’s report), DD wrote and presented the BBC Radio  
3 documentary, Sir Isaac Newton and the Philosophers’ Stone. 

In November 2019, DD appeared on BBC Radio 3’s Landmark: George Eliot’s Mill on  
the Floss to commemorate George Eliot’s bicentenary alongside Professors Philip Davies and 
Peggy Reynolds, writer Rebecca Mead, and actress Fiona Shaw. In the Summer of 2020 this 
programme was included as the ‘bonus programme’ with the digital release of BBC Radio 4’s 
new adaptation of The Mill on the Floss. 
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In July 2020, DD appeared on BBC Radio 3 to commemorate the tricentenary of 
18th century nature-writer and ‘parson-naturalist’, Gilbert White (Free Thinking: Nature 
Writing). He appeared alongside Dr Pippa Marland and writer Lucy Jones. His appearance 
was recommended as ’Choice’ in the Radio Times. 

In the Summer of 2020, DD’s appearance on National Geographic’s The Story of God 
with Morgan Freeman (Series 3, Episode 4: “Deadly Sins”) was released on Netflix. 
 
Dr Marc LiVecche, McDonald Visiting Scholar  
ML’s The Good Kill: Just War & Moral Injury, is in production with Oxford University Press and 
is expected to be published in December 2020. His book on the bombing of Hiroshima, Moral 
Horror: A Just War Defense of the Bombing of Hiroshima, is behind his intended schedule, but 
a near-final draft should be completed shortly and delivered to OUP, who requested the 
manuscript for consideration. His co-edited book (with Eric Patterson), Responsibility & 
Restraint: James Turner Johnson & the Just War Tradition, is now under contract with Stone 
Tower Books, nearly completed, and should be in production by the end of May 2020. His 
chapter “Grim Virtue: Decisiveness as an Implication of the Just War Tradition” was published 
in A Persistent Fire: The Strategic Ethical Impact of WW1 on the Global Profession of Arms, 
released in November 2019. With an eye toward next year, he is drafting a proposal for 
Tending the Garden of the Real: Christian Realism & American Power. The book will expand 
on five theological points (creation, fall, restoration, responsibility, Church and future hope) 
that serve to ground Christian realism. The proposal and subsequent writing will most likely 
do double duty for shaping a course he anticipates teaching on Christian Realism for the US 
Naval Academy in spring 2021.  
 In May 2019, ML gave papers at the Oxford C.S. Lewis Society and Euro Society of 
Military Ethics Conference. In November 2019, he spoke on Christian realism for the 
Providence Christianity & National Security Conference in Washington, DC. In February, he 
responded to a paper on just war and moral injury given by Brian Powers at the Ethics 
Workshop. ML has writing short articles for US weblogs including Providence and The Public 
Justice Review. In March, ML, EB, and NB hosted a day-long workshop bringing together US 
and UK academic faculty and active duty military personnel to discuss character formation in 
the profession of arms. ML is pursuing interest in an informal alliance between the US Naval 
Academy and the Oxford Character Project to study and enhance leadership, character, and 
ethics training in the military.  

Alas, some important anticipated activity has fallen victim to the pandemic. This 
month, ML was supposed to collaborate with Ch. (COL) Timothy Mallard, Command Chaplain, 
US Army Europe, to teach an ethics workshop for officers and senior enlisted at Joint Base 
McCord in Washington State in the US. He was also, in May, supposed to co-lead a panel w/ 
Dr Eric Patterson and Dr Daniel Strand at the Euro-International Society of Military Ethics 
Conference in Berlin. Finally, in May, he was supposed to speak at L’Abri Fellowship on 
Christian Realism.  

Finally, ML will be leaving Oxford to take up a one-year position, with the possibility 
of renewal, at the US Naval Academy in August 2020. Among his tasks will be to write and 
edit a new textbook and instructor’s guide for the Academy’s core ethics program, to teach, 
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and to participate in a research program and subsequent conference.  
Dr Ashley Moyse, McDonald Postdoctoral Fellow in Christian Ethics and Public Life 
AM continues in his work with the Centre and the University. He also supported Prof Neil 
Messer and the University of Winchester‘s Faculty of Theology, Religion, & Philosophy, 
facilitating the teaching and learning of RT7003 Death and the Christian Tradition (semester 
2). 
 Regarding research outcomes, AM submitted a manuscript for his second authored 
book, The art of living for the technological age: toward a humanizing performance, to 
Fortress Press in the autumn 2019. Prof Brent Waters, Jerre and Mary Joy Stead Professor of 
Christian Social Ethics at Garratt Evangelical Theological Seminary, prepared an afterword. 
While the volume was scheduled for publication in Oct 2020, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
a hold has been placed on the volume—now scheduled for print in Feb 2021 
(https://www.fortresspress.com/store/productgroup/1907/The-Art-of-Living-for-A-
Technological-Age). The book is included in the series Dispatches: Turning points in theology 
and global crises, which AM edits with Scott A Kirkland (Trinity College, Melbourne). Two 
additional volumes in the series were published in 2019 (John C McDowell’s Theology and the 
Globalized Present: Feasting in the Future of God 
(https://www.fortresspress.com/store/productgroup/1352/Theology-and-the-Globalized-
Present) and Marcus Pound’s Theology, Comedy, Politics 
(https://www.fortresspress.com/store/productgroup/1355/Theology-Comedy-Politics).  
 AM published “Fodder for despair, masquerading as hope: diagnosing the postures of 
hope(lessness) at the end of life” (https://www.mdpi.com/2077-1444/10/12/651) in 
Religions 2019, vol 10, no 12. He finalised a proposal and signed a contract to edit the Oxford 
Handbook of Theological Anthropology (with co-editors Jens Zimmermann and Michael 
Burdette)—due to press 2023.  
 AM was invited to contribute to the Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church, edited 
by Andrew Louth; dictionary entries prepared and submitted for editorial review/publication 
include (a) assisted dying; (b) beginning of life, ethical issues concerning (with Richard Hain); 
(c) dying, care of the (with Christina Welch [Winchester]); (d) bioethics; (e) contraception, 
procreation, and abortion, ethics of (with Richard Hain); and (f) death. 
 AM presented several papers, including “The technological imagination” in June 2019 
for the Christian Flourishing in a Technological World symposium (the 2nd of 3 annual events), 
Oxford (https://www.christianflourishing.com/); “A triumph of autonomy? Rather, despair 
masquerading as hope” in November 2019 for the Theological Anthropology and Bioethics 
lecture series at the Oxford Centre for Christianity and Culture, Regent’s Park College, 
Oxford; and “Competing conceptions of health and disease: modern philosophies of health 
since 1946,” in February 2020 for a senior seminar in Health Studies (Prof Doug Miller) at 
Messiah College, PA. 
 AM collaborated with Profs Joshua Hordern and Sarah Harper to convene an eight-
part seminar series during Hilary Term 2020, “The construction of ageing” 
(https://www.ageing.ox.ac.uk/events/view/415). He presented the first paper of the series, 
“Bearing the burdens we (don’t) bare: A theological reflection on carrying the weight of 
ageing,” in January 2020. The weekly event was hosted at Christ Church, Oxford. The series 

https://www.fortresspress.com/store/productgroup/1907/The-Art-of-Living-for-A-Technological-Age
https://www.fortresspress.com/store/productgroup/1907/The-Art-of-Living-for-A-Technological-Age
https://www.fortresspress.com/store/productgroup/1352/Theology-and-the-Globalized-Present
https://www.fortresspress.com/store/productgroup/1352/Theology-and-the-Globalized-Present
https://www.fortresspress.com/store/productgroup/1355/Theology-Comedy-Politics
https://www.mdpi.com/2077-1444/10/12/651
https://www.christianflourishing.com/
https://www.ageing.ox.ac.uk/events/view/415
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drew an interdisciplinary cohort of scholars in the humanities to speak on the issue, including 
historians, philosophers, social scientists, theologians, and artists. The event was regarded as 
a success and has helped to establish a working network of scholars interested in ageing-
related research.  

Following from the lecture series, AM organised and facilitated the McDonald Centre 
Conference, which was delivered virtually. “Ageing and Despair: Towards patience and hope 
for health and care” gathered an international and interdisciplinary cast of scholars, who 
prepared papers for pre-recording and virtual presentation. The event included a version of 
the paper delivered for the Hilary Term seminar, this time titled “Bearing the burdens with 
bare: An indictment of a modern anthropology that burdens ageing persons”. 
 AM was invited by Prof Celia Deane-Drummond to serve as a Research Programme 
Consultant with Laudato Si’ Research Institute, Campion Hall, Oxford, 2019-present 
(http://www.campion.ox.ac.uk/?q=lsri). He was appointed to serve a three-year term as a 
member of the Scottish Council on Human Bioethics ethics committee 
(http://www.schb.org.uk/), 2019-2022. He continues to serve as an Associate Fellow with the 
Academy of Fellows, Center for Bioethics and Human Dignity (https://cbhd.org/), 2018-2021. 
 Finally, AM has been issued a contract for his third monograph, titled Resourcing 
Hope for Ageing and Dying in the Late Modern World: Wayfaring through Despair. The 
project draws upon AM’s recent research related to the themes of despair and hope focused 
around the experiences and depredations of frail elderly and terminally ill persons. The book 
is contracted with Anthem Press and will be published in 2021/22  

 
D. The 2020 May conference 

 
AM planned and organized the 2020 Annual McDonald Centre Conference 
(www.mcdonaldcentreconference.info), which was to be held in May 2020. The event-
planning process drew together a team of interested partners, including The Oxford Institute 
for Population Ageing (Dr George Leeson and Prof Sarah Harper) and the Healthcare Values 
Partnership (Prof Joshua Hordern), who assisted in the event organization and planning 
alongside Ginny Dunn and Nigel Biggar. Unfortunately, the conference event was postponed 
due to Covid-19-related restrictions on travel and meeting. Nevertheless, in response to 
these restrictions, AM reimagined the conference event 
(www.mcdonaldcentreconference.info), inviting scholars to prepare pre-recorded video 
presentations. Plenary speakers included Frits de Lange (PThU, Groningen), Els van 
Wijngaarden (UHS, Utrecht), and Farr Curlin (Duke, USA). Eleven additional presentations 
from twelve scholars trained in disciplines ranging from theology and philosophy to medical 
and social sciences as well as practitioners of palliative medicine/nursing were involved. 
Scholars came from Europe, Australia, North America, and the UK. Presentations will remain 
available for viewing through the end of the calendar year (see the URL link above). 
 Funding for the conference was bolstered by a Wellcome Trust Institutional Strategic 
Support Fund grant (£3,100), which AM (PI) prepared with co-applicants Joshua Hordern and 
Sarah Harper.  
 

http://www.campion.ox.ac.uk/?q=lsri
http://www.schb.org.uk/
https://cbhd.org/
http://www.mcdonaldcentreconference.info/
http://www.mcdonaldcentreconference.info/
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E. Projects 

 
Ethics and Empire (NJB) 
The third conference, on empires in the early modern period, was due to be held in July 
2020. However, because of the covid-19 epidemic, it was postponed until 17-18 June 2021. 
 
Inequality (ED) 
ED is writing up a report on the fruits of his research into the ethics of inequality. 
 
The Oxford Character Project (EB and JB) 

The Oxford Character Project (OCP), directed by McDonald Centre Associate Fellows, Dr 
Edward Brooks and Dr Jonathan Brant, undertakes academic research and delivers practical 
programmes that seek to help students develop the character qualities needed for life and 
leadership that furthers the good of society. In 2019, the OCP was awarded a large (£1.95m) 
grant by the John Templeton Foundation to develop its work through a new project entitled 
“Virtues and Vocations”. This project will explore character, culture and leadership 
development in the sectors of business, finance, law, and technology. Under the leadership 
of NB as Principal Investigator and EB as Co-Investigator and Project Director, this three-year 
project will combine industry research and programme development, working together with 
the Forward Institute to impact the focal industry sectors as well as developing programmes 
for character formation at the University of Oxford and beyond.  
       Over the last year, the OCP has published articles on character development in 
the International Journal of Ethics Education (Brooks et al. 2019) and Journal of Moral 
Education (Brant et al. 2019). In July 2019 EB chaired at panel discussion at the Houses of 
Parliament (Portcullis House) on the theme of open-mindedness in public discourse. 
In October 2019, EB was an invited speaker at the European Liberal Arts and Core 
Texts Education Conference at the University of Navarra. EB is co-editing a subsequent 
book, Learning about Character in Universities Using Core Texts. In December 2019, EB 
presented an invited talk on "Character and Leadership in the 21st Century” at the Global 
Innovations for Character Development Conference. A write-up of his talk featured in the 
Research Digest of the British Psychological Society. In January 2020, he presented a paper, 
together with Dr Bethan Willis, on "Human Flourishing and Character Formation in Higher 
Education” at a conference hosted by the Jubilee Centre for Character and Virtues. In May 
20201, he was invited to present opening comments at a colloquium hosted by the 
Ditchley Foundation on “Leadership, Character and Morality in Times of Crisis”.  
        In addition to the Virtues and Vocations project, the OCP has received funding for two 
further projects in the last year. EB was awarded funding to lead the development of a 
framework for character development and flourishing in Higher Education in conjunction 
with colleagues from the Jubilee Centre. This is due to be published in September 2020. EB 
also received a grant from the John Templeton Foundation as co-investigator of a project 
examining the role of exemplar narratives in moral formation.  
        The OCP’s programme activity, which joins together character and leadership 
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development, continues to be well received by students at Oxford and beyond. In addition to 
our “Global Leadership Initiative” and “Ethics through Fiction and Film” programmes, we 
have run a new programme on character and academic leadership (“Thought Leaders”) and a 
programme for MBA students (“Just Business”). Beyond Oxford, EB delivered a 
blended “Character of Leadership” programme for the University of Hong Kong and has 
recently developed an online course in partnership with the Harvard Flourishing Program, 
entitled “Leading and Flourishing in Times of Difficulty”.    

 

Understanding Conversion to Islam in Prison (MW) 
Understanding Conversion to Islam in Prison (UCIP) is a large-scale mixed-methods 
independently-funded study undertaken to understand the nature of the practice of Islam in 
prison and how this practice affects prison life and rehabilitation. 
 From February 2019 to March 2020, UCIP conducted empirical fieldwork in 5 English 
prisons, 4 Swiss prisons and 1 French prison of a variety of geographies and covering all 
prison categories. In total, research with volunteer participants produced: 

• 280 completed prisoner questionnaires 

• 158 prisoner interviews 

• 19 interviews with prison chaplains 

• 38 interviews with prison officers 

• 14 interviews with prison governors 

• 28 observations of Friday Prayers and Islamic Studies classes. 
Since lockdown, the UCIP team has been analysing this extensive and detailed data-set 

and has prepared eight journal papers—two already accepted for publication—and is 
preparing two books for publication by Bristol University Press: 

1. MW et al., Islam Bound: Muslim conversion and change behind bars (due 2021);  
2. MW et al, Islam in Prison: what every professional needs to know (due 2021) 

In December 2020 our principal host institution is changing from SOAS, University of 
London to the Institute for Crime & Justice Policy Research at Birkbeck, University of London 
in preparation for Phase 2 of the project called PRIMO (Prison-based Religious Interventions 
for Muslim Offenders). 
 Based on the findings of UCIP, PRIMO, funded for five years by the Dawes Trust, will 
design, pilot and test a basic prisoner course in Islam, a course of training in basic penology 
for Muslim prison chaplains and training in Islam in prison for Prison Officers intended for use 
in England, France and the United States. 
 

F. NJB: lectures and publications 
 
Invited lectures and talks 
“Balancing Individual Freedom, Privacy, and Social Responsibility in Times of Crisis”, Ditchley 

Park Zoom discussion, 13 May 2020 
“What’s the United Kingdom Good For”, These Islands’ conference, “Our Past, Present, and 

Future”, Discovery Museum, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 21-22 February 2020   
“Constitutional Reform and the Established Church”, symposium, Lambeth Palace, 19 
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February 2020 
“What’s Wrong with Rights?”, the US Naval Academy, Annapolis, USA, 9 January 2020 
“Reinhold Niebuhr and the Political Possibility of Forgiveness”, Institute for Sino-Christian 

Studies, Hong Kong, 12 December 2019 
“The Ethics of War”, Royal College of Defence Studies, (22 November 2019 
“Why the Right to Academic Freedom is not Enough”, conference on Research and Human 
 Rights, Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters, Oslo, 26-27 September 2019 
 
Book published 
What’s Wrong with Rights? (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2020) 
 
Book in progress 
Colonialism: A Guide for the Perplexed, under contract for publication in the autumn of 2021 
 
Chapters in books (published & forthcoming) 
“Fostering Reconciliation as a Goal of Military Endeavour”, Jus Post Bellum: Restraint, 

Stabilization, and Peace, ed. Patrick Mileham (Leiden & Boston: Brill Nijhoff, 2020)   
“What Should Military Ethics Learn from World War I? A Christian Assessment” in Timothy 

Mallard and Nathan White, eds, A Persistent Fire: The Strategic Ethical Impact of 
World War I on the Global Profession of Arms (Washington, DC: National Defense 
University Press, 2019)  

“David Rodin’s Critique of ‘Just War’: A Counter-Critique”, in Bernhard Koch, ed., Chivalrous 
Combatants? The Meaning of Military Virtue, Past and Present (Baden-Baden: Nomos 
Verlag, 2019)  

 
Articles in journals (published & forthcoming) 
“The Witness of German Resistance to Hitler”, a sermon given in Christ Church Cathedral, 

Oxford, 2019, Crucible (July 2020)  
“Anglican Establishment: How is it Liberal?”, Studies in Christian Ethics, 33/2 (May 2020)   
“What’s Wrong with Subjective Rights?”, History of European Ideas, 45 (2019) 
“A Christian View of Humanitarian Intervention”, Roundtable: Balancing Legal Norms, Moral  

Values, and National Interests, Ethics and International Affairs, 33/1 (Spring 2019)  
 
Other publications (bulletins, pamphlets, newspaper articles and letters, interviews, blogs) 
Radio, podcasts, etc. 
“The threat to academic freedom is no myth”, feature article, Sunday Telegraph, 8 August 
 2020 
“Academic freedom and self-censorship”, leading letter, The Times, 4 August 2020 
“Why shouldn’t the curriculum be ‘eurocentric’?”, Unherd, 9 July 2020  
“Slave trader statue and anti-racist protests”, leading letter, The Times, 9 June 2020 
“Dispute at Oxford over college dean”, leading letter, The Times, 25 May 2020  
“An Ethic for the Epidemic”, TheArticle, 4 May 2020 
“Striking the right balance over the lockdown”, leading letter, The Times, 22 April 2020 
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“Criminal Insanity: a review of John Lloyd’s Should Auld Acquaintance be Forgot”, The Critic, 
 May 2020 
“Why we need a revolution of the spirit to overcome polarisation: review of James 
 Mumford’s Vexed”, The Article, 8 April 2020 
“Defending the dean”, letter, The Times, 2 March 2020 
“Free Speech and Academic Freedom are at risk in our over-woke country”, Sunday 
 Telegraph, 16 February 2020 
“Not Just Democracy: Hong Kong protesters are fighting for British-style institutions”, The 
 Critic, 10 February 2020 
“Let’s stop this descent into self-pitying Empire shame over our universities’ ancient 

artefacts”, The Telegraph (online), 10 February 2020 
“University Challenge”, leading letter, The Times, 10 February 2020  
(with Paul Cornish, Robert Johnson, and Gareth Stansfield) Interests, Ethics, and Rules: 
 Renewing UK Intervention Policy, commissioned by the Ministry of Defence (London: 
 Cityforum, 2020). 
“A second referendum on Scottish independence”, leading letter, The Times, 16 December 
 2019 
“The naked emperors of British academia”, Standpoint, September 2019 
“The Drayton Icon and Intellectual Vice”, Quillette, 27 August 2019   
 

G. DD: lectures and publications 
 
Invited talks and appearances 
BBC Radio 3 Free Thinking: Nature Writing. Pre-recorded live, broadcast on BBC Radio 3, 15  

July 2020 https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000ktf4 

Also released as part of the BBC and AHRC New Thinking podcast 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p08kc1r6 

DD’s part in the programme was highlighted as ‘Choice' in the Radio Times by critic, 

Jane Anderson (“Radio: Today’s Choices”, Wednesday 15th July 2020) 

The Story of God with Morgan Freeman, Series 3, Episode 4 (“Deadly Sins”), National  

Geographic Channel, Summer 2020 released on Netflix 

https://www.netflix.com/gb/title/80178897 

“The Ethics of Education”, Regent’s College MTh Research Seminar, University of Oxford,  

February 2020 

Landmark: George Eliot’s Mill on the Floss. Pre-recorded live, broadcast on BBC Radio 3, 20  
November 2019 https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000bf70 
Also included with the release of the BBC audiobook BBC Radio 4’s George Eliot's Mill 
on the Floss, Summer 2020 https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/112/1120064/the-mill-
on-the-floss/9781529128222.html 

“The Value of Values Education”, PGDip Research Seminar, Faculty of Theology and Religion,  

University of Oxford, October 2019 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000ktf4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p08kc1r6
https://www.netflix.com/gb/title/80178897
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000bf70
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/112/1120064/the-mill-on-the-floss/9781529128222.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/112/1120064/the-mill-on-the-floss/9781529128222.html
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Sir Isaac Newton and the Philosophers’ Stone. The BBC Radio 3 Documentary, 30 June 2019  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07fbn6x  
 
Book 
Ethical Rationalism and Secularisation in the British Enlightenment: Conscience and the Age  

of Reason (London: Palgrave Macmillan – forthcoming October 2020) 
 

Articles 
“Modern Infidels, Conscientious Fools, and the Douglas Affair: The Orthodox Rhetoric of  

Conscience in the Scottish Enlightenment”, The Journal of Religion, vol.100, no.3, 
po.327-360 https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/708939 

 
(Guest editor), ‘The Provinces of Moral Theology and Religious Ethics’, Religions Special Issue  

https://www.mdpi.com/journal/religions/special_issues/Moral_Theology 
(forthcoming January 2020)  

“Edmund Burke, Richard Price, and ‘Revolution Principles’: Patriotism, Private Conscience, 
and Public Religion”, E-REA (Journal of the Laboratory for Studies and Research on the 
English-speaking World (LERMA)), Special Issue/Conference Proceedings: Laïcité(s): 
religion et espace public/Religion and State in the Public Sphere (forthcoming May 
2021) 
 

Conference papers 
“Patriotism, Private Conscience, and Public Religion: ‘Revolution Principles’ in the British  

Enlightenment”, Laïcité(s): religion et espace public/Religion and State in the Public 

Sphere, Colloque international, Clermont Auvergne University, November 2019 

 
Other publications 
“Are Humans Responsible for Natural Disasters”, OX Magazine, September 2020, pp.26-27  

(also available online: https://library.myebook.com/FYNE/ox-magazine-september-
2020/2765/) 

“Covid-19 and the Command to Love”, #TheologyinIsolation 16, SCM Press online, 20 April  
2020 https://scmpress.hymnsam.co.uk/theology-in-isolation/theologyinisolation-16-
covid-19-and-the-command-to-love 

“Covid-19 and the Religious Ethics of the Anthropocene: Can a 16th Century Morality Play  
Still Teach Us Anything?”, TORCH blog, 14 April 2020 
https://www.torch.ox.ac.uk/article/covid-19-and-the-religious-ethics-of-the-
anthropocene-can-a-16th-century-morality-play-still  

“How to celebrate Easter under lockdown”, The Conversation, 9 April 2020 
https://theconversation.com/how-to-celebrate-easter-under-lockdown-136063 

 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07fbn6x
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/708939
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/religions/special_issues/Moral_Theology
https://library.myebook.com/FYNE/ox-magazine-september-2020/2765/
https://library.myebook.com/FYNE/ox-magazine-september-2020/2765/
https://scmpress.hymnsam.co.uk/theology-in-isolation/theologyinisolation-16-covid-19-and-the-command-to-love
https://scmpress.hymnsam.co.uk/theology-in-isolation/theologyinisolation-16-covid-19-and-the-command-to-love
https://www.torch.ox.ac.uk/article/covid-19-and-the-religious-ethics-of-the-anthropocene-can-a-16th-century-morality-play-still
https://www.torch.ox.ac.uk/article/covid-19-and-the-religious-ethics-of-the-anthropocene-can-a-16th-century-morality-play-still
https://theconversation.com/how-to-celebrate-easter-under-lockdown-136063
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H. AM: publications  

 
Invited lectures and talks 
“The technological imagination” for the Christian Flourishing in a Technological World 

symposium, Oxford; June 2019  
“A triumph of autonomy? Rather, despair masquerading as hope,” for the Theological 

Anthropology and Bioethics lecture series, Oxford Centre for Christianity and Culture, 
Regent’s Park College, Oxford; November 2019 

“Competing conceptions of health and disease: modern philosophies of health since 1946,” 
for Senior Seminar in Health Studies (Prof Doug Miller), Messiah College, PA; February

 2020 
“Bearing the burdens we (don’t) bare: A theological reflection on carrying the weight of  

ageing,” for The Construction of Ageing Hilary Term lecture series; January 2020 
 “Bearing the burdens with bare: An indictment of a modern anthropology that burdens  

ageing persons” for the McDonald Centre Virtual Interdisciplinary Conference; 
September 2020 

 
Book 
The art of living for the technological age: toward a humanizing performance. Dispatches: 

Turning Points in Theology and Global Crises, edited by Ashley Moyse and Scott A.
 Kirkland (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, February 2021) 
 
Book in progress 
Resourcing Hope for Ageing and Dying in the Late Modern World: Wayfaring through 
Despair, under contract with Anthem Press for 2021/2 publication. 
 
Articles 
“Fodder for despair, masquerading as hope: Diagnosing the postures of hope(lessness) at the 

end of life,” Religions, vol. 10, no. 12 (2019): 651ff; an invited contribution for the 
special issue, ‘Hope in Dark Times’ guest edited by John C McDowell 

“Janet Malek’s Programmatic Secularism: A Dissent,” under review: an invited essay for a 
special issue of Christian Bioethics, “Religion in hospital ethics committees”, guest- 
edited by Jeffrey Bishop and Jordan Mason  

 
Editing  
AM is a coediting with Jens Zimmermann and Michael Burdett the Oxford Handbook of 

Theological Anthropology (contracted, 2023). 
AM is the lead editor/advisor with Scott A. Kirkland for Dispatches: Turning points in theology 
 and global crises book series (Minneapolis: Fortress Press): 

John C McDowell, Theology and the Globalized Present: Feasting in the Future of God 
 (April 2019) 
Marcus Pound, Theology, Comedy, Politics (September 2019) 
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APPENDIX: 

The dispute with Christ Church’s Censors  
 

Since June 2018 there has been a persistent attempt by some members of Christ Church’s 
Governing Body (GB) to remove the present Dean from office. From June 2019 NB has 
become increasingly doubtful of the justice of this attempt and on 2 March 2020 he wrote 
the first of two letters to the press, in which he contradicted what he believed to be untrue 
public statements authorised by the leadership of GB.  

At a meeting of GB on 11 March 2020 the Senior Censor, Geraldine Johnson, 
reviewing press coverage critical of GB’s leadership, reported that “one trustee” (NB) had 
published a letter in the Times newspaper on 1 March and that the Rev. Jonathan Aitken had 
also published a critical letter in the same newspaper. After one member of GB had observed 
that Mr Aitken sits on the Advisory Council of the McDonald Centre, several others 
demanded that all references to Christ Church be removed from the Centre’s website. At the 
next meeting of GB on 22 April, the Censor Theologiae, Ian Watson, confirmed that the 
McDonald Centre “had been mentioned in the discussion of the Reverend Aitken’s email”. At 
the subsequent GB meeting on 6 May the Senior Censor, under ‘Matters Arising’ from the 
minutes of the previous meeting, announced that a lawyer’s letter would be sent to NB, as 
Director of the McDonald Centre, demanding that all references to Christ Church be removed 
from the Centre’s website. No paper was presented for consideration. There was no 
discussion of the matter at all: GB was not informed that Peter McDonald, Chairman of the 
McDonald Agape Foundation (MAF), sits on the Vice-Chancellor’s Circle of Benefactors and 
on Christ Church’s own Board of Benefactors; there was no deliberation about how such 
action would serve the best interests of Christ Church; and there was no consideration of the 
risks posed by such action to Christ Church’s and the University of Oxford’s reputation among 
US donors.  

On 12 May NB wrote directly to the Senior Censor and the Censor Theologiae, Ian 
Watson, to ask for a clear statement of what changes they wanted to the Centre’s website 
and why. On 20 May NB wrote to the Charity Commission to lodge a complaint, with 
substantiating evidence, that the Censors’ threatened action amounted to the unlawful 
retaliatory harassment of him as a whistle-blower, and that the action was being taken in 
violation of the Commission’s own published guidelines for trustees’ decision-making. On 25 
May both Censors wrote to tell NB to expect a lawyer’s letter “shortly”. This arrived later the 
same day in the form of an email addressed to all members of the Centre’s Steering 
Committee. In response, NB wrote a further letter to the Charity Commission on 27 May, to 
confirm receipt of the letter from the Censors’ lawyer. He then communicated with the 
Steering Committee to assure them that he would deal with the matter in consultation with 
the McDonald Agape Foundation (MAF). Following consultation with the MAF, NB hired a 
charity lawyer, Keith Arrowsmith of Counterculture Partneship LLP, who obtained an Opinion 
on the legal issues from a Queen’s Counsel.  

After taking advice, NB proceeded to authorise the following adjustments to the 
Centre’s website. The statement that the Centre is “based at” Christ Church was removed 
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and the photograph of Christ Church’s Tom Quad exchanged for one in the public domain. 
Two additional references to Christ Church were added: an explanation that the director has 
his office in Christ Church and a postal address. The reasons why it is appropriate to continue 
representing the Centre as having an association with Christ Church are as follows:  

1. The directorship of the Centre is tied to the Regius Chair of Moral and Pastoral 
Theology, as is explicitly recognised in the 2011 Agreement between the MAF and the 
University of Oxford (3.1). The professorial chair was established at Christ Church by 
Act of Parliament in 1840. 

2. The 2011 Agreement between the MAF and Christ Church "acknowledges" that "it is 
the intent of the Benefactor" to enter  "concurrently" into an Agreement with the 
University, "for the purposes of permanently endowing ... the McDonald Centre ... 
and the McDonald Post-Doctoral Fellowship" (3.1). The post-doctoral fellow is an 
integral part of the Centre and is immediately accountable to the Centre’s director. 

3. In the 2011 Agreement between the MAF and Christ Church, "Christ Church agrees to 
grant to the holder of the [McDonald Post-Doctoral] Fellowship membership of the 
Senior Common Room of Christ Church, where s/he will be provided with an office 
and dining rights" (3.2).  

4. In the 2011 Agreement between the MAF and Christ Church, the MAF agreed to 
endow the McDonald Graduate Scholarship in Ethics and Public Life at Christ Church 
(in the sum of £650,000). According to the Terms and Conditions of the Scholarship, 
the Scholar is liable to perform duties in the McDonald Centre (para. 10). These T&Cs 
were approved by Christ Church's Academic Committee and recommended to Christ 
Church's Governing Body for final approval on 23 November 2011.    
In the week beginning 13 July Mr Arrowsmith sent a letter to Alison Talbot, the lawyer 

acting on behalf of the Censors, in which he asked her (1) to state who had instructed her to 
act and with what authority, and (2) to supply documentary evidence to support the claim 
that the present demands to remove references to Christ Church from the McDonald 
Centre’s website are of longstanding, dating back to 2017-18, and therefore do not amount 
to the unlawful retaliatory harassment of NB because of his public criticism of the Censors’ 
action in the matter of the Dean. Two months later, on 14 September, a reply was received 
from Ms Talbot. This responded to (1) by refusing to give the names of individuals and to (2) 
by ignoring it altogether.    
 


